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contending parties have about shared equally
in the pupils, each having from twenty-three
to twenty-aye. BRomK, poor fellow, would
not hearken to good advice and give up the
opposition. LANE, who is as sharp as a needle,
has certainly got the best shop, having spent
upwards of 15001. in putting the original
school in order. The Middlesex must he
considered as a failure. This I regret only
on your nephew’s account, for Sir Charles is
a bitter enemy of things as they are, though,
loud as he talks out of the College, we never
hear of any of his efforts in doors to help
the reformers. The University hospital has
kidnapped every pupil in that quarter. By-
the-by a new medicine, called creosote, is all
the rage here. Have you ever heard of it?
" I saw TUPPER last night. He appeared

low, and said the trade was dull, that he was
looking out for patients, and that the old
families who used to permit all their do-
mestics to indulge in the draught system at
the master’s expense, now oblige them to go
to dispensaries, or have their own doctors,
which makes a serious difference in the
Christmas bills of all the top-apothecaries.
He says that no one now ever wants a pure
physician, and that none of his patients
will stand a regular attendance any longer.
We are all fully sensible of the complete
change which has taken place in the guinea
trade, and every day see the necessity more
and more of becoming, in reality, general
practitioners.

"I have sent you per coach WARDROP’S
book on Blood-letting, which was published
yesterday. I think it will please you. It is
full of practical information, and contains
what are to me many views which are quite
original; but I should like to hear your
opinion of the work. Favour me also by
saying what number of copies I should order
for our library, as it will be much called for,
for it is a work not for a cursory perusal, but
for attentive study and calm deliberation.
There is one point in which you may obtain
some useful information from it. I allude
to the quantity of blood to be taken. I re-
member a lady, who was present at one of
your visits, telling me of the happy effects
produced by your nice discrimination of the
requisite quantity to be removed in the
case of the old Dowager Duchess of
R.D. She said that after repeated most
accurate examinations of the pulse, and of
the alvine and urinary discharges, ala PrO1d,
you prescribed the loss of four ounces of
blood by cupping, and then departed ; but
on returning to your noble patient in two
hours, and having first ascertained that the
cupper had not arrived, you then, with your
customary tact, expressed an unusual inte-
rest in the case, saying that your anxiety
was more intense than it had ever been for any
patient before,’ and that after having con-
templated, reviewed, and turned over again
.and again in your mind every particular of

her condition, you had come to the import-
ant determination that the quantity of blood
to be removed should be only three ovyecec
and a half.’ I shall never forget the favonr-
able impression which your conduct on that
occasion made on all concerned ; and for

years after, the noble family of R*****D
could never hear your name mentioned
without a tear of gratitude rolling down
their cheeks.
"I am glad you are riding a quiet porty.

What a frightful escape little BRODIE had
in the Isle of Wight the other day ! I trust
you will have the kindness to let me know
about the time that you will come to town,
and say if I can do you any little kindness
at Kensington. Do you think there will be
a chance of getting up some meetings at
the College this season? There are many
difficulties which you alone can surmount,
if surmountable. I remain, dear Sir Henry,
ever your very humble and obliged servant,

’ " W. Mc. M.
’ "Half-moon Street, Oct. 1835."
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TREATMENT AND EFFECTS OF FRACTURES.

MR. BRYANT placed on the table a speci -
men of fracture of the femur, of which he
gave the following history : A female, aged
sixty-seven years, much addicted to drink-

ing, occasioning considerable feebleness of
constitution, was knocked down by a boy,
when the left trochanter forcibly struck
against a curb-stone. She was unable to

rise, or bear the least weight on the limb.
She was conveyed home and put to bed, and
simply kept quiet. On the 27th of October,
three days after the accident, she was

brought to the infirmary, when the injured
limb was found to be two inches shorter than
the other. The foot was everted, and on
rotating the limb, distinct crepitus could be
heard and felt at the upper part of the thigh-
bone. The woman was placed on a fracture
bed, and the limb on a double-inclined plane,
with splints and bandages to maintain the
broken parts in apposition; and thus placed
she appeared easy. On the following day
she became extremely restless, pulled off the
bandages and apparatus, and obstinately re-
fused to have them re-adjusted. He (Mr.
B.) then placed the limb on its outer side,
with the knee bent on a pillow, insisting on
perfect rest being kept. She remained easy
and comfortable, but became every day more
feeble, although a supply of stimulus, to
which she had been a long time accustomed,
was allowed her. The skin was hot, the
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pulse rapid and- feeble, and the tongue dry
and brown. The symptoms continued in-
creasing up to Saturday, 28th November,
when she died. On examination, a fracture
was found through the trochanter; the neck
of the femur was driven into the cancellated
structure, and the trochanter minor was
broken off. The fracture was external to
the capsular ligament, but no attempt at
union had occurred. Cases, however, of
fracture of this description were described
by Sir Astley Cooper, where union did fol-
low. His (Mr. Bryant’s) object inbringing
this case before the Society was to engage
its attention on the treatment of such inju-
ries, which he thought was a very desirable
object, especially at the present time; as an
excellent paper had been lately published in
THE LANCET, by a Mr. Radley, who had ad-
vanced, very ably and strongly, the treat-
ment of fractures without splints. The plan
recommended by Mr. Radley appeared to
have been so successful with Mr. R., that it
could not be otherwise than worthy the at-
tention of every medical society. Two other
specimens of fracture, on the table, were
taken, the one from an old man aged sixty
years, and the other from a woman aged
sixty-three, the injuries arising, no doubt,
-from the extreme fragility of the bones at
their advanced ages ; and he (Mr. B.) was 
very sceptical whether the practice of con- i
fining the patients on the back, with the
limb extended, was a good one. In fact he
was led to consider that great advantages
would result from the surgical treatment
recommended by Mr. Radley. He (Mr.
Bryant) did not consider that any benefit !
would have ensued in the present case if
mechanical contrivances had been adopted ; I,,
and in such cases he regarded the position I
on the side, with the knee bent, resting on a
pillow, the most likely to answer the object
of the surgeon. The Society’s time, he be-
lieved, would not be ill-spent in giving this
important subject an attentive considera-
tion. In the case of the female first mentioned
to-night, he believed that the accident had
but little to do with her death; for but very
slight inconvenience arose from the frac-
ture. He, perhaps, might account for the
fatal event correctly, by asserting it to be
the woman’s having become habituated to
the use of ardent spirits, which having been
in the first instance withdrawn, low fever
ensued, which, in its turn, by degrees, oc-
casioned the feebleness under which she
sank.
Mr. J ONI,S was persuaded that patients

having received severe injuries, died, in in-
numerable instances, from a peculiar kind
of slow fever that succeeded, without dis-

closing any structural change. Irritation, I,
also, he regarded as a frequent cause of
death, arising from fracture, for instance.

Dr. JOHNSON was disposed to think, that I
the death of Mr. Bryant’s patient was not i

referable to the injury, but to the shock
which the whole nervous system had sus-
tained. He had seen many persons die
from falls which had produced no fractures,
in the course of a very few days.
Mr. DENDY pronounced Mr. Radley’s

plan to be no plan at all, for it permitted the
patients to do as they pleased, when, if
there were any disposition to displacement
of the disunited parts, the treatment with-
out splints would not succeed. In Mr.

Bryant’s case little could be done, but he
(Mr. D ) would have added a pelvic strap,
to keep the pelvis fixed.
Mr. CLIFTON considered the principal

source of irritation in very old people, to
depend on the confinement and restraint
to which they were subjected after the re-
ceipt of an injury.
Mr. PILCHER attributed the development

of the irritation, rather to the confinement
than to the abstraction of the stimulants,
the former leading to an interruption of the
functions of the body, and finally to a dis-
organization of the viscera.

Dr. JoHrrsorr maintained that the irrita-
tion or mischief resulted from the shock
which the constitution had received.
An animated discourse ensued, terminat-

ing, however, in each member regarding his
own theory as most feasible, in accounting
for the phenomena occasioning death in
such cases, and the Society soon afterwards
adjourned.
OuR REPORTER, remarks on the note of

Mr. Hooper in the last LANCET, "that he
did not anywhere state in his report, that
Mr. H. had said that, ’ the exostosis on the
tibia of the patient well illustrated the pro-
position laid down by Mr. Abernethy ;’ but,
rather, what Mr. H. himself states in his
note (page 349), viz., that cancer will invade
every structure of the body. Although the
word exostosis was perfectly separate from
the sentence, still it hud reference to it; for,
as stated in the report, not only soft parts
were destroyed by cancer, but bony parts
also."

WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY.
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Mr. RICHARD QUAIN in the Chair.

DEATH FROM TAKING MORISON’S PILLS.

DR. JOHNSON, in answer to a call from
Dr. Granville, detailed the post-mortem ap-
pearances of Mrs. Sarah Porter, aged 39
years, who died from effects caused by tak-
ing Morison’s pills. The particulars of the
case were given in our report from the Loa-
don Medical Society, Nov. 33, the day on
which she died. The abdomen was rather
tumid and distended ; peritoneum healthy ;


